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On May 7, Bolivians went to the polls to elect a president, vice president, and all 27 seats in the
Senate and 130 in the Chamber of Deputies. Under Bolivian law, if no presidential candidate obtains
an absolute majority of all ballots cast, newly elected members of Congress would decide between
the two top candidates in a second round of voting on Aug. 4. The new president will be sworn
in Aug. 6 for a four-year term. Pre-election polls indicated that no candidate would receive more
than 35% of the vote. Appearing below are brief profiles of the top three among nine presidential
candidates. Former military ruler, Hugo Banzer, 63, of the rightist Nationalist Democratic Action
Party (ADN). As an army general, Banzer led a coup in 1971, and was himself overthrown in 1978. In
1985 elections, Banzer finished first with 28.6% of the vote. A second round of voting in the Congress
gave the presidency to Victor Paz Estenssoro, who received over 26% of the vote. Millionaire mine
owner and former planning minister under Estenssoro, Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada, 56, of the
governing Revolutionary Nationalist Movement (MNR). Social democrat and former vice president
Jaime Paz Zamora, 50, of the Revolutionary Leftist Movement (MIR). During their respective
campaigns, the three candidates indicated that they would follow the broad outlines of the austerity
policies engineered by the government of President Victor Paz Estenssoro. Those policies reduced
inflation from an annual 22,000% in 1985 to 2% during the first four months of this year. Social
costs of austerity, however, were extremely high. A total 35,000 miners contracted by the state-run
mining company were fired, in addition to thousands of other public employees. About 25% of
the work force is currently unemployed. Per capita income dropped 15%. The minimum monthly
wage is US$45. The three candidates have pledged to carry on the government's anti-drug policies
aimed at reducing or eliminating production and distribution. The industry is estimated to bring
in $200 to $300 million per year. (See also Chronicle 05/04/89 on candidates and the Estenssoro
government's economic policies.) May 6: The government said it was opening an investigation
into charges that the MNR was preparing fraud. The announcement occurred after a newspaper
published a photograph of a ballot which had already been marked in favor of Sanchez de Lozada.
Single-sheet, color-coded ballots were distributed to assist the 37% of Bolivians who are illiterate
cast votes. May 7: Polls opened at 8 a.m., and most were expected to close by 6 p.m. Bolivian law
requires polling places to remain open for eight hours unless all persons on local voter registration
rolls have appeared. Some stations opened late. Turnout was reported high among 2.1 million
registered to vote from a population of 6.9 million. An estimated 18% of registered voters were
expected to abstain. No incidents of violence were reported as voters traveled to about 8,500 polling
stations. After voting ended Sunday, unofficial results reported by local radio and television based
on 1% of ballots counted, indicated that Banzer had 30.6%; Sanchez de Lozada, 27.8%, and Paz
Zamora, 17.9%. United Left (IU) candidate Antonio Aramibar received 6.7%, and candidate for the
leftist alliance, Conciencia por la Patria, 5.6%. Foreign observers cited by AP said they had seen
no immediate evidence of fraud in La Paz. Uruguayan monitor, Garcia Pintos, said, "Voters are
being provided with all guarantees. We haven't seen any sign of irregularities." National election
officials said they would not release any returns until at least noon May 8, and that the complete
count would not be completed for nearly three weeks. Opposition parties reported incidents of
fraud. Officials said three people were arrested for carrying several different identity cards, and a La
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Paz provincial official was arrested for voting twice. May 8: A private television station reported that
with 1,165,641 votes counted, Banzer was leading with 284,028 votes (26.8%), followed by Gonzalo
Sanchez de Lozada, at 279,385 (26%), and Paz Zamora with 22%. Later in the day, Sanchez de Lozado
claimed he had won an upset victory over Banzer. His campaign manager Andres Petricevic said
his party predicted a victory with 29% of the vote, compared to 27% for Banzer. The independent
Bolivian Television Association said that based on a tally of 1,059,305 votes, Banzer led with 26.8% to
26.4% for Sanchez de Lozada. In third place was Paz Zamora with 22.1%. The station said Sanchez
de Lozada would pull ahead when ballots from rural areas were counted. ADN sources pointed out
that in the 1979, 1980 and 1985 elections, the rural vote favored ADN candidates. ADN president
Guillermo Fortun Sanjines told reporters that the party's computations indicated that Banzer would
emerge the winner. (Basic data from Notimex, AP, DPA, AFP, Xinhua, 05/07/89; AFP, AP, Notimex,
05/08/89)
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